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Good news for the forgotten millions: 2 million more 

Brits abroad given the vote in UK general elections 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 28 April 2022 

 

UK citizens living abroad for more than 15 years have had their right to vote in UK 

general elections restored, as the UK parliament last night passed a wide-ranging and 

controversial Elections Bill. This increases to an estimated 3.5 million the number of 

British citizens abroad who are eligible to vote. 

 

The Liberal Democrats (LibDems) have been campaigning for all Brits to be able to exercise 

their democratic rights for many years. “This is an important moment for the forgotten millions 

of Britons living abroad. UK Government decisions affect Brits wherever they may live, so it’s 

right that we all have a say in who represents us”, said Tom McAdam, chair of LibDems in 

Europe, speaking from his home in Switzerland. 

 

Amongst the many UK Government policies of concern to Brits abroad are EU rights, frozen 

pensions, NHS access, UK university fees, nationality and border measures, UK trade policy 

and climate change mitigation. 

While welcoming this long-overdue reform to voting rights, LibDem campaigners and 

parliamentarians have expressed their dismay that the Government did not take this 

opportunity to streamline the voting process for UK citizens abroad. The Conservative 

Government has been accused of only wanting to extend the electorate to permit donations 

from wealthy overseas supporters.  

LibDems Abroad gave evidence at the House of Commons, held negotiations with Government 

ministers and officials and introduced amendments in the House of Lords to improve practical 

aspects of the Elections Bill to ensure every vote counted. This included the electronic 

transmission or downloading of ballots to cut in half the round-trip time of postal votes. “The 

Tory Government has shown its true intentions by rejecting all such practical measures to 

improve democracy for overseas voters” said James Churchill, chair of LibDems Overseas, 

based in the United States. 

An amendment proposed by LibDem peers on overseas constituencies was also not passed. 

“MPs are very busy dealing with issues faced by the majority of their constituents who live in 

the UK. That’s why our party supports the introduction of dedicated MPs representing those 
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living overseas who can deal with the specific challenges they face”, said Jenny Shorten, chair of 

LibDems in France. 

 

The LibDems have appointed two peers in the House of Lords to take up issues affecting 

Britons abroad until proper representation is afforded to them through overseas 

constituencies. Lord Stoneham deals with Britons living outside Europe and Baroness Miller 

with those based in Europe. They can be contacted through LibDems Abroad at contact-

peers@libdemsabroad.org. 

 

The LibDems fiercely opposed many other anti-democratic measures in the Bill, but were 

ultimately ignored by the Government, who pushed through troubling measures to remove the 

independence of the Electoral Commission and introduce voter suppression measures by 

requiring photo ID to vote. 

 

LibDems Abroad will continue to provide information and support to British citizens living 

overseas about how to claim their right to vote and are inviting them to register their details on 

this mailing list to receive updates as the detailed information is released. 

 

Notes to editors 
● The Liberal Democrats are a liberal UK political party with 13 Members of Parliament in 

the House of Commons and 84 members of the House of Lords. 

● LibDems Abroad, whose steering committee is chaired by George Cunningham, is 

made up of LibDems in France, LibDems in Europe, and Lib Dems Overseas. 

● Abolishing the 15 year rule and establishing overseas constituencies were included in 

the LibDems’ Manifesto in 2017 and 2019.  

● House of Commons report on overseas voters 

○ In the 2017 General Election, there were 285,000 registered overseas voters, an 

estimated 20% of those then eligible (~1.45 million) 

○ An estimated 3.5 million Brits living abroad will be eligible to vote under the new 

law 

● Overseas constituencies: Twenty countries have overseas constituencies to represent 

overseas citizens, including France and Italy. The UK Government has not chosen this 

way of representation in the Bill.  

Interview availability 
● The chairs of LibDems in France (Jenny Shorten), LibDems in Europe (Tom McAdam), 

LibDems Overseas (James Churchill), and LibDems Abroad Steering Committee (George 

Cunningham) are available for interviews or quotes. 

Contact information 
● jenny@libdemsinfrance.org   Jenny Shorten  

https://libdemsabroad.us5.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=ece3027d0766f7c40288c121d&id=4c2e536d92
https://researchbriefings.files.parliament.uk/documents/SN05923/SN05923.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Overseas_constituency
mailto:jenny@libdemsinfrance.org

